
 
 

Note: Walk Bike Glendale is a Local Chapter of the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition which 

is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and cannot endorse candidates or engage in electioneering 

on behalf of a candidate. We are offering this questionnaire as a service to candidates to 

communicate with potential voters for informational purposes only.  All candidates have an 

equal opportunity to respond and responses will be distributed without bias in the order in which 

they are received.  If you have any questions, please call us at 310-268-8381. 

 

Walking: 

1 How many times per week do you walk to your destinations in Glendale?  Where is your 

favorite place to walk in Glendale?  

 

Today, I run more than walk. I run about 5.5 miles three or four times per week along 

West Glenoaks from Pacific to Alameda and back. It is one of the best roads we have a 

very pleasant view, the traffic is not too close to the sidewalk, and there is a bike-lane 

that is perhaps the best in the city. But for a great hiking experience the Verdugo trails at 

Oakmont V is a favorite with my family. 

 

2 In October 2012 over 14,000 students walked to school in Glendale, making it one of the 

largest Walk to School Day events in the State.  If elected, how would you expand the 

City’s Safe Routes to School program? 

 

I’d like to augment that plan. I’ve spoken to the GUSD to promote the idea that every 

able-bodied H.S. senior should be able to run three miles in under 30 minutes as a 

graduation goal. 

 

Glendale is extremely deficient in urban places for walking and running. I’ve promoted a 

plan for Central Park that was ignored by the Council and they opted to keep the surface 

parking on it. It is a long story, but I sued the city to preserve and expand Central Park to 

make it similar to Bryant Park in New York, for a great pedestrian experience. There 

have been no takers on the city council. 

 

3 In April 2011, the Glendale City Council adopted the Safe and Healthy Streets Plan 

which called for the City to update its street design standards and adopt a Complete 

Streets policy in accordance with AB 1358.  If elected would you support these policy 

changes? 

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/planning/safeandhealthystreets.asp


This is a no-brainer. But we have a huge problem in Glendale. Putting objectives in the 

General Plan, or the Recreation and Open Space element or the Land-Use element has 

been a deceptive practice in this city. Just because it is down on paper does not mean 

that the city will create the plans to execute it. In fact, the normal practice for Glendale 

Planning department has been to amend the General Plan to suit the tactics desired by 

the short-term expediencies of the moment. We don’t have a General Plan that truly 

guides the development or major objective of the city.  

 

For all these elements to take hold, the city must start reviewing them on a steady and 

periodic basis and set firm objectives to achieve them. Then, when that happens, we’ll 

see major improvements towards creating great urban places and pedestrian 

experiences. 

 

4 Downtown Glendale is seeing a rapid transition with dense development which will lead 

to increased foot traffic in the area.  What proposals do you have to make downtown a 

more pedestrian-friendly and bike-friendly destination? 

 

Density is not a problem when there is great urban design. I invite you to create a link on 

the Bike-Walk website to PPS.ORG I have presented these concept to the city council 

for years without getting much traction on these concepts.  

 

There is so much potential for great urban designers and so much already lost. Please 

join me in making this vision a reality. 

 

Bicycling: 

5 Please share a memory involving a bicycle that has had a lasting effect on you (whether 

or not you were the one on the bicycle). 

 

Ciclavia. In Los Angeles. I’ll post the pictures with my college-age kids in this terrific 

experience.  

 

This is a program that I’d like to promote as a weekly event as it is Bogota. A city that 

truly transformed the meaning of public transportation in a congested and unsafe 

environment. 

 

6 Would you presently feel safe riding a bike in Glendale, and if not, what would it take to 

make you feel comfortable on our city streets? 

 

No. I don’t feel safe at all. There is a lot of engineering that must still take place and lots 

and lots of education and cultural changes to make it a reality. 

 

7 In 2012, the City Council unanimously adopted the Bicycle Transportation Plan 

proposing a comprehensive bikeway network across the City.  What steps would you 

take to ensure implementation of Bicycle Transportation Plan projects continues during 

http://www.pps.org/
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2010/10-2385-S2_MISC_07-11-2011.pdf
http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2010/10-2385-S2_MISC_07-11-2011.pdf


your administration?  Would you support the City investing in the following: bike racks, a 

bike station, way finding signage, a bicycle parking ordinance to require bike parking in 

new developments, implementation of AB 321 to reduce speeds around schools? How 

many miles of new bicycle facilities will you commit to implementing each year?  

 

In order for safe biking to succeed in Glendale, we must first find a way to create plenty 

of off-street parking. Many Glendale connector roads that go east-west that allow for 

safe biking such as Wilson, could serve for urban transportation needs if we had the 

current parking lanes available for bike lanes. But the city has taken the opposite track in 

the last ten years. Removing public parking, and allowing the building of high density 

building without adequate parking forces more cars on the roads and does not permit for 

parking lanes to be used for alternative transportation.  

 

I’ve followed the two previous studies on parking and transportation by hired consultants, 

but have seen its objectives stymied or ignored.  

 

8 Leading cities for bicycling, such as New York and Chicago, are implementing protected 

bicycle lanes (a.k.a. cycletracks) to encourage “interested but concerned” people to ride 

a bike.  During your tenure, will you direct Glendale Public Works to implement such 

innovative bicycle facilities to incentivize more Glendale Residents to take up bicycling? 

 

Safety: 

9 From 2008-2010 speeding was the primary factor in 31% of collisions that resulted in 

injury or death in Glendale.1  If elected to council would you support the installation of 

traffic calming devices to reduce speeds and make conditions safer for pedestrians, 

bicyclists and drivers? 

 

Pedestrian injuries have not abated in the last four years. They still remain at around 100 

injuries per year (see online police reports) Specific single-option alternatives often 

misdirect us from understanding the elements of the problem. There are many options 

available such as one-way streets that have been considered in the past but defeated 

when a mega project closes off a street. That was the case with Orange the north-south 

street just west of Brand and the proposals about Maryland on the East side of Brand. 

These options went nowhere.   

 

Pasadena has been a leader in many well-thought out urban planning concepts. Union 

street and Green street could have serve a model for Glendale. We can’t run for office 

on a single option that leaves out a comprehensive long-term solution that allows for the 

cultural change we need. 

 

                                                
1
 2008-2010 Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System: http://www.chp.ca.gov/switrs/ 

http://www.streetfilms.org/physically-separated-bike-lanes/
http://www.streetfilms.org/physically-separated-bike-lanes/
http://www.chicagojournal.com/News/06-08-2011/Chicago%27s_first_protected_bike_lanes_being_installed_on_Kinzie
http://www.chicagojournal.com/News/06-08-2011/Chicago%27s_first_protected_bike_lanes_being_installed_on_Kinzie
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/158497
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/158497
http://www.pps.org/reference/livememtraffic/


10 From 2008-2010 38% of roadway fatalities and 16% of roadway injuries in Glendale 

involved a bicyclist or pedestrian.2  If elected to City Council what steps would you take 

to make bicyclists and pedestrians safer in Glendale? 

 

We all heard of the three E’s of traffic safety. Enforcement, Engineering, and Education. 

I think we have failed at all three. Engineering takes money to implement, but we are 

hemorrhaging money on the current pension obligations and perks (hundreds of millions 

of dollars) Until we fix the Pension abuse, we won’t have the money to create 

exceptional engineering and or execute great urban experiences that are safe. There is 

much, more on the concept of changing a cultural mindset.  

 

I believe that it is only through a Ciclavia type weekly experience that we will create 

acceptance of cycling as true alternative urban transportation. Yes we could have a bit of 

Paris in Glendale. 

 

11  Walking provides a vital source of exercise to keep our elderly healthy and active. 

Unfortunately, from 2008-2010 Glendale has consistently been ranked 1st or 2nd for the 

highest number of collisions involving pedestrians per capita over the age of 65 in the 

state of California.3  If elected to City Council, what would you do to make Glendales’ 

streets safer for the elderly? 

 

Oh, my. What a fantastic question. This has been a personal issue of my for many years 

for which I’ve had almost no true advocates on the city council. We need to start by 

making the Transportation and Parking commission a truly effective commission with 

commissioners willing to bring in the Police to have a full reporting on the issues and hot 

spots.  

 

We collect the information collision hotspots but we don’t take these to the public and 

create clear objectives to understand and develop effective plans. The commission 

system in Glendale is weak and often laughable. We must get dedicated and competent 

thinkers to these boards. Just because they helped out a candidate for office does not 

make them into effective commissioners. We start there. I’ve can write pages on this 

problem. 

 

Outreach: 

12 Would you be willing to co-host a bike ride or walk with Walk Bike Glendale within your 

first term in office? 

 

Would I? and how! Let’s take the first steps to make a local Ciclavia a reality for 

Glendale. Let’s get families together on Sunday between 9 and 2 pm and lead the state 

with a truly focused family- engaging cycling activity.  

                                                
2
 2008-2010 Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System: http://www.chp.ca.gov/switrs/ 

3
 Office of Traffic Safety Rankings: http://www.ots.ca.gov/media_and_research/Rankings/default.asp 


